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1 St. Peter ii. 17. 
Love ibe Brother bond fear God ; honour the King. 


1 ERL never was a ſyſtem of precepts delivered 
to the world, and, recommended to the practice of meh, 
ſo full of Benevolence and ſo adapted to produce 
Unity and Concord, as the Goſpel. Excluſive of the 
divine character, with which it is ſtamped in heaven, 
and the miraculous powers, which were employed to 
eſtabliſſi it; the purity of its moral doctrines and the 
ſpirit of univerſal Charity, which breathes in every 
line, are an evidence of its ſuperior excellence, that 
has often brought conviction to the heart of unbe- 
lievers. The Apoſtate Julian exharted his Pagan ſub- 
jects to imitate the manners of the Chriſtians. Hea- 
then Emperors bore honourable teſtimony to the fide- 
lity of their Chriſtian Soldiers; for, though thoſe 
Emperors were indeed Tyrants, and Enemies to the 
kingdom of Chriſt, the Chriſtians in their ſervice 
kept ſteadily jn view the goſpel-admonition, fo ear- 
neſtly and ſo frequently.urged, of Obedience to Su pe- 
riors. In times of peſtilence and famine, there are in- 
ſtances recorded of heroical Benevolence, not of an 
individual, but of all, who named the name of Chriſt. 
When every principle, which might have actuated the 
Heathen to lend his aſſiſtance, was ſeen to fail; when 
he fled from the contagious touch of his Heathen 
brethren and deſerted his duty for the ſake of perſona 
ſafety ; the ſpirit of the Goſpel ſhrunk not from cer 


tain danger, but animated its tollow ers to ſuccour bot] 
Lact 
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 Heathens and Chriſtians, though death was likely to 
be the reward of their hymanity. g 


Such have been, and ſuch would always be, the 
happy effects of the Chriſtian Religion, if the good 
feed of the word was not choaked by the /ares of ſelfiſh 
'views and unregenerate paſſions. It was then that the 
bleſfings of the Kingdom of Chriſt were experienced 
among men, which the Prophet Iſalah ſo beautifully 
and emphatically deſcribes; * The Wolf ball dwell 
with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſball lie down with the 

(id, and the Calf and the young Lion and the Falling to- 
gether and a litile Child ſhall lead them.” 
T's T6 6 TL) i e neee | | 


God'is Love, and the Religion, which we profeſs, is 
the practice of that ʒmiable virtue, by which God him- 
ſelf condeſcends to be characteriſed. Its divine Au- 
"thor wifhed it to be the diſtinguiſhing mark of his 
/Diciples ;'* By bis ball all men know, that ye are my 
' Difeiples, if ys bave love one to anotber,” and in his fare- 
well prayers and diſcourſes he conſidered the peaceful 
fruitgofa Chriſtian Spirit, as _ moſt precious A 
"he'eould leave has the World. 
ib Het 3094) > 
"NE Atthis cds ſeaſon of e year we are called upon, 
my Chriſtian Brethren, to commemorate the coming 
- of 6ur Lord tò redeem and ſanctify, to reconcile man 
te man, ahid''Sitiners''to their God. He bowed the 
Heavens and came down to unite in the bands of Hu- 
munity, the ſacred graces of Mercy and Truth, of Rigbie- 
far and Trace: and in à manner correſponding with 

un 


e 

the dignity and kindneſs of his commiſtion, the arri- 
val of the Prince of Peace was uthered in by a choir of 
Angels, ſinging, “ Glory be to, Cod on bigh, aud on Ear Il. 
Peace, Good-cvill towards men. - Gracious Heavens! 
what perverſeneſs there muſt be in man, , when, he refu- 
ſes to join in this bleſſed chorus. Yet many of us, I 
| fear, are not well qualified to celebrate the, adyent of 

the Lord our Righteouſneſs, have but few offerings.of 
Charity and Beneyolence, and but little of the ingenſe 
of Good Works and Good Wiſhes to preſens, to pur 


infant Saviour. 


At the period of his real coming in the fleſh, there 
was Peace througout the world : ; Their Swords yeere 
beaten into plough ſhares, nd. thei, Spears ixto pruning 
hooks.” This Concord among Ge'*ile nations was un- 
doubtedly deſigned by an over ruling Providence as the 
firteſt homage, that could be paid to the heavenly 
meſſenger of Peace. But at the preſent celebration of 
that happy event, what a- frightful conttaſt is tu be 
found in the Nate of Chriſliau Nations Rapine and 
War are ſpreading devaſtation in many; and even, in 
our own, the clamours of diſcontent and diſobedience 
have been heard, where ſo lately the voice of joy; an 
thankſgiving refounded, and, the, blaze. of heartfelt 
Loyalty illuminated our ſtreets, „Jet, if the,canſes 
continue un nimpaired, which, then, inſpired. that aflec- 
tion, why ſhould that affection be leſſened? If. the 
bleſſings of Law and Order, Ar GNS edbin fo 
eat the fruit of one's own labour, if to fit under one's 
own ſigtree, if, to live ſecure from the Plunderer and 

Aſſaſſin, 
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Aſſaſſin dis to be a happy People, we. are ſtill a happy 
People, and may remain fuch, if we do not wantonly 
throw away the bleſſings in our poſſeſſion. Our So- 
vereign has not ceaſed to govern his people with 
equity, modè ration and tenderneſs; his Miniſters are 
not leſs active and vigilant over their welfare; the 
Legiſlature has not been leſs attentive to all their rea- 
ſonable claims; Reſpect waits upon us abroad, and 
Proſperity and Opulence at home — Then why are 
theſe ſymptoms of alarm, and forebodings of danger; 
why do the merry-bearted /b amidſt circumſtances, 
that donote National Felicity? You have read that 
Earthquakes, which have made the proud city a heap 
of ruins, haye burſt forth beneath the feet of the 
trembling inhabitants, at a time, when the face of na- 
ture has appeared i/F moſt gay and ſmiling—The 
{torm, we have reaſon to apprehend, had long been 
collecting its force; the public ear had been wretch- 
edly abuſed by diſhoneſt tales of Reform; and at laſt 
a viſiqnary project of civil Equality was to be brought 
forward to gratify the envious, the deſperate, and the 
needy. © The treacherous dealers bave dealt very lica- 
cherovfly ;”” Natives have made themſelves Aliens to 
the love of their Country, and no longer cheriſh the 
reveren e, that is due to the Ark of the Conſtitution, 
but would bear with unhallowed hands the facred - 
rreaſure, as an offering to the many-headed Idol of a 
French Republic. Our Religion likewiſe, the beſt 
and deareſt pledge of the ꝓreſent and future welfare 
o: Mankind, was to have been a part of the ſacriſice. 
Vor while they diſparaged our Government, they were. 

aſſiduous 
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aſſiduous in deerying the authority and doctrines of 
the Goſpel; becauſe the Goſpel had already condem- 
ned their principles and conduct. The Goſpel ex- 
horts men to live peaceably with each other, and to 
reverence all who are in authority, not merely from 
a fear of Men but of God; for however thoughtleſs 
they may be of the conſequences of reſiſting the ordi- 
nance of Men, they are abandoned indeed, who are 
fearleſs of the conſequences of God's everlaſting diſ- 
pleaſure—Yet there are—(how ſhall. I name them? 
I cannot call them Teachers of Religion, though they 
wear the garb and affect the name) who confederate 
with Atheiſts to drive out Chriſtianity from among 
us; there are Engliſhmen, who once felt an honeſt 
pride in being called fo, that havg'Jeagued with the 
open enemies of our Zion, have marked her bulwarks 
for deſtruction, and are ready to cry out with thoſe chil- 
dren of Fdom, © Down with them, down with them 
even to the Ground.” 


* 


In all Societies, however equitably governed, we 
are preſented with this melancholy truth, that ſome 
men are always to be found, who turn with diſguſt 
from the general concord of affection and duty. 
Haughtineſs of ſoul is apt to meet with diſappoint- 
ment, and diſappointment to beget diſaffection. The 
progreſs is but too eaſy and too common. 


But let the wiſeſt of Political Projectors contrive a 
form of Government, if they can, which will prevent 


or ſatisfy the claims of all ſuch, There are others 
of 
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of tempers ſo unfortunate, as to be then moſt diſcon- 
tented, when laid upon the lap of caſe and ſecurity. 
They are, like the, traubled ſea, ꝛvbich cannot reſt, whoſe 
waters (, ap (mire. and dirt. Alarms and tumults, 
bloodthed and rapine are ſights and ſounds, which ſuit 
che gloomy. temper of their ſouls. Theſe men have 
all;beencager to engage you in the admiration of 
French Revolutions, and were doubtleſs too well pre- 
| pared. to act what they ſo much admire; I will not 
ſay all they cruelties, which have been perpetrated in 
Frances, but ſo far the ſlighteſt knowledge of human 
nature will authorize me to ſay that the human heart 
impoſes upon itſelf, and rarely knous the extent of 
its yn iniquity. It is the ſunſhine of opportiinity, 
which calls forth the polſonous Reptile, and the Tra- 
voller ĩs then moſt i danger, who: purſues perplexed 
and thorn paths. Hazael, the king of Syria, when 
he, was told by the Man of God of the cruelties, the 
dexaſtations,jand the murders, which he would aſter- 
wards commit exclaimed with ſome ſurprize, * What 
15; 1RY; det vaul a dg, that he Huld do this great thing ? 
He thought biowfelf hardly capable gt ſo great wick- 
edneſs, becauſe, a fit occaſion had not yet given {cope 

wait zimpetuouz paſſions. - 

up ficli nike 14.4 

” To chr 91 you, that theſe are not -rotndleth ;nfinu- 
ation, lat us regur far a moment to thoſe tranſactions 
aud ghiygss in France, uhich they arc importunate 
in geg apwngendigg to our imitation, —That Nation 
call, Aut hee yil. dpirit, of Deſpotiſin; but it has re- 
t arbec, an (fading 61 manſion of the State / ept 


and 


- 
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and garniſhed, has taken ſeven other ſpirits more wicked 
than bimſelf 10 dwell there. —They framed a Coꝑſtitu- 
tion, and the pens of our Reformer were drawn to 
defend it, as a monument of human wiſdom; yet this 
monument öf their own wiſdom was ſuddenly over 
thrown.—They demoliſhed a State Priſon; yet raiſed 
another more dreary and formidable for the unhappy 
Man and his Family, whoſe greateſt offence ſeems to- 
have been, that he was born to a Throne.—They 
threw''drwn' the Altars of their God, and flew his Pro- 
phets4vith tie ford. Their National Aſſembly was 
forcibly» depoſed. The domination of Equality be- 
gan—T tremble at the ſequel; for that no one like 
themſelves might remain, their priſons were inſtant- 
ly crowded with victims, whom ſuſpicion, malice and 
envy were pleaſed to prefaribe. The ruffian hands 
of violence were let looſe. Beauty, and innocence; 
and old age were dragged forth, ſtabbed, trampled' 
upon. But ſpare me the recital of deeds of horror, 
which poſterity will bluſh to ſee recorded in the an 
nals of the Human Race. Vet theſe lawleſs Inquiſi- 
tors, ſo deeply drenched in blood, {till live. Though 
their National Repreſentation be renewed; they live 
unpuniſhed, are turbulently loud in their public 
Councils, and threaten to act over again their out- 
rageous cruelties. In the mean time, while Iniquity 
of ſo black a dye walks abroad and boaſts of its 
erimes, their National- Convention purſues with una 
rclenting ſeverity the fearful Emigrant, who is guilty 
of no other fault, than that he ſought for an/4fylatn' 
in a ſoreign land at an hour of univerſal diſmay and 
| "ls 5 danger, 
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danger, when they themſelves confels, that the Ma- 


giflracy was unable to protect the lives of unoffend ing 
citizens. 


Theſe are ſome of the unexaggerated tranſactions 
of the ſcene, to which Reformers are ſolicitous to 
direct your attention; and the actors in it you are 
invited to receive with the kiſs of friendſhip and bro- 
therhood. But you do not, I conceive, conſider 
them as examples pf ;Juſtice, or Wildom, or Huma- 
nity; you ſee nothing, which does not excite your 
ſorrow for the oppreſſed, and deteſtation of the op- 
preſſors. Who then can there be, that wiſhes to ſee 
England made the theatre of ſuch barbarous impieties? 
Have you therefore ever cogſidered, ye Adyocates of 
Revolutions, thro' what a field of blood you would 
lead us to you know not what? Have you utterly ex- 
tinguiſhed the warm emotions of Chriſtian and Bro- 
therly love in your boſoms; have you reſolved to 
burſt the cords of humanity, which bind the heart of 
man to his fellow- creature, when that tellow- creature 
too is your countryman, perhaps a neighbour or rela- 
tion? Is it Parrio/ifn, to labour in perſuading the 
People, that they are unhappy, when they thought 
otherwiſe; to ſoyr their meals, which were heretofore 
chearful, with diſcontent; to perplex their minds 
with political altercations; and at the ſame time, to 
hide from them every comfortable truth; that would 
make their faithful ſexyice a perfect freedom? Is it 
Honeſly to purſue crooked ways. and employ diſhoneſt 
ſtratagems to ſteal upon the credulity of rhe unthink- 

ing 
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ing and uninformed? The purpoſe you have in view 
cannot be good, which is proſecuted at the expence 
of truth, of peace, of every principle, which Reaſon, 
and Humanity had originally imprefſed upon your 
. hearts. 


But I forbear to 'expoſtulate with men, who arc 
rarely (if ever) ſcen to mix in Chriſtian Congrega- 
tions. How ſtrong warning ought this to be, my 
Chriſtian friends, againſt a too eaſy belief in the in- 
tegrity of their motives and the ſincerity of their pro- 
ſeſſions? For he who is a rebel to God, will upon 
every ſlight temptation throw oft his allegiance to his 
King, and all obligations of duty to his Neighbour. 


To you, therefore, I beg cave to addreſs myſelf, 
whoſe hearts have not yet been ſeduced by the con- 


tagion of ſeditious doctrines and examples. You _ 


have lately been accoſted by theſe deſigning men, 
for they have been indefatigable in their endeavours 
to make Proſelytes.— They have told you, that they 


are anxious to promote the welfare of their Country- 


men by Reforms of great Abuſes in Government, and 
they wiſh to aſſiſt them in doing it. But, before you 
engage yourſelves in their ſervice, it is ſurely neceſ- 
ſary for you to expect from men, who thus ſtep for- 
ward as public Reformers; that they themſelves 
ſhould ſtand clear from all ſuſpicion, that they are in- 
ſtigated to it by Self-intereſt, Diſappointment, or 
other diſhonourable motives. It isatfo neceſſary, that 
you ſhould know the extent of their deſigns. But 

this 
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this is no longer kept ſecret, Though they talked 
of Reform only in the outſet, they have told you, that 


the building of our Conſtitution is not fit to ſtand in 


* 


this age of Revolutions, that they ſhall not he content 
with lopping off a few branches, but are reſolved to 
cut down root and branch, as being an incumbrance 
upon the ground. Laſtly, it will be neceſſary for you, 
if you have hearkened to them ſo far, to be aſſured of 
their capacity to frame a plan of conſummate wiſdom 
for the government of a great Nation, and of their 


upright reſolution to conduct it with impartial con- 


ſiſteney. Their own aſſertions can paſs for nothing. 
Bold pretenſions are often the mere ſymptoms of in- 


tempetate paſſions or a weak judgement : and they, 


whoſe uncontroulable ſpirits now refuſe to reſpect 
the Rights of Governors? would, if they were raiſed 
to power, pay as little reſpect to the Rights of the 
Governed;: Beſides, if the ableſt Reaſoners on the 
fide of Reformation have ſhifted their ground ſo often, 
it they were at firſt laviſh in their praiſes of our own 
Revolution in the time of William, if they afterwards 
transferred thoſe praiſes to a yet greater limitation of 
Regal Power lately effected in France, if they then 
too upon them to defend the demolition of Mo- 
narchy the confuſion of Republicaniſm, and the acts 


of Impicty and Murder, with which its civil Equality 


commenced, what is it which their Converts have to 


truſt to and receive? It is therefore better, as it is 


ſafer ta truſt to a Government, ſuch as is the preſent, 
recommended by the experience of more than a hun- 


dred years;than toſelf-opinionated Schemes of French 
Free- 
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Free-thinkers, which violence and caprice are every 
day about to diſturb or on 


They e upon NS os how of being liberal, of 
diveſting, yourſelves. of all prejudice and; bigotry. . 
But be not deccived by words. The prejudice and. 
bigotry,, which they wiſh, to do away, is an attach- 
ment to every thing, which is eſtabliſhed in Religion 
and Politics: And, believe me, it is to be more than 
libera\, to ſquander fooliſhly your patrimony, to cal 
evil guad, and good evil, to ſquander away. every honeſt 
principle and every laudable emotion to e moulded 
by theſe new Teachers, and to make your minds lik 
glaſs mirrors that will e mee 6 
n pleaſe to preſent before them. 
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You have been folicinad to woke ——— af 
the Conſtitution, by, which your Country has been 
made great and proſperous, for another, hich a mad 
Philoſophy projected, but was not able to build. Nou 
are therefore bidden to change a Real Gad in I 
for a mere uncertain proſpect; and upan [theſe ſorry 


conditions to hazard your liberties, and lived tao + 


feit your innocence, your ſecurity, your everlaſting 
peace; to imbrue, your hands in then blood off your 
Countrymen and Neighbours a and perhaps; aftet all, 
$0 leave wretchedneſs and diſcord as the bniyoinheri- 
tance of your Children. With wham liltewiſe art ydu 
ſolicited to aſſaciate ſor the,accompliſhnent of the 
work ? With faithleſs ſtrangers, zhe/dtowedrenomies 
of your Country, with the Qutcaſts'ofcBociety; ; with 
thoſe 
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thoſe, whom the Juſtice of the Law has confined from 


committing outrages upon it ; with the cominon Rob- 
ber and the Incendiary. 


It might ſeem unneceſſary, and even indecent to 
urge ſuch diſſuaſives to a Chriſttan"Audience ; if it 
had not been, that a phrenſy has gone forth, which 
threatened to deſtroy every ſober principle of Duty 
and Fellow-fceling. . But you, I truſt, will be more 
inclined to read your Bibles, than the works of profli- 
gate and unprincipled men, and will rather pray for, 
than diſturb the peace of our Jeruſalem. In your 
Bibles you will learn more wholeſome leſſons, and be 
better inſtructed to fulfil the duties of your ſeveral 
ſtations. You will forbear to uſe your Liberty as a cloke 
of Maliciozſuc/s : You wilt not embitter your little 
portion of exiſtence upon earth with idle diſcontents 
and ſeditious wranglings, but prepare yourſelves for 
a more important change, when the peaceful Diſci- 
ple of the bleſſed Jeſus will be exalted to a happineſs 
and glory, which the proud Diſputer of this World, 
the Agent of Diſcord will never know. 


need not therefore appeal to your judgements, 
whether you will hearken unto God, or to Man; to 
your God and Saviour, who © bringe;h good tidings 
and publijheth Peace and Salvation, or to © preſumptu- 
ous, ſelf-willed men, who deſpiſe all Dominion, ſpeak evil 
of Dignities, and _ 'the 95 Lord God, our Lord and 
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It is with pleaſure I obſerve, that the People have 
again ſpoken loudly and decidedly the language of 
Reaſon, Loyalty, and Religion. May theſe honeſt 
impreſſions of Duty be never leſs diſtinct and clear in 
the boſoms of Engliſhmen , may they never fink un- 
der the luke-warm indifference of Philoſophy, or be 
loſt in the turbulence of a wild Enthuſiaſm. Senfible 
(as I confidently hope) we all are of the value of thoſe 
things, thich belong 16 our peace, and of the hazard we 
run from civil diſſention, that they may be yar ever 
hid from our eyes, let us fervently addreſs the throne 
of Mercy in the truly Chriſtian prayer, which our 
Church has taught us— 


« O God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our 
only Saviour, the Prince of Peace, give us grace ſeri- 
ouſly to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by, 
our unhappy Diviſions : take away all hatred and pre- 
Judice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder us from godly 
Union and Concord; that, as there is but one body 
and one ſpirit, and one hope, of our calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of 
us all, ſo we may henceforth be all of one heart and 
of one ſoul, united in one holy bond of Truth. and 


Peace, of Faith and Charity, and may with one mind ; | 


and one mouth glorify thee through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


